CONTENTS

Page
Preface and Acknowledgement I-ii
List of Figure ii
CHAPTER |: INTRODUCTION 1-10
1.1 Aim of the study 4
1.2 Objectives of the study 4
1.3Methods and Methodology 4
1.4Importance of the study 5
1.5 Scope of the study 5
1.6 Limitations of the study 6
1.7 Review of literature 6
1.8 Chapterization 9
CHAPERT II: THE PLAIN KARBIS OF DIMORIA BLOCK 11-35
2.1The Karbis at a glance 11
2.2The myth releted to the terrivikir’ 12
2.3 About Dimoria block of Kamrup district 13
2.4 History of Dimoria 16
2.5The plain Karbis: a profile of the community 18
2.6 Socioeconomic profile of the Karbi population 32
2.7Women status in Karbi community of Dimoria block 34

2.8 Means of communication 35



CHAPTER llI: Karbis of Dimoria region and their prevalent folk beliefs

and ritual practices 36-52
3.1Beliefs and myth related to origin of plains Karbi 38
3.2Religious belief of Karbis of Dimoria block 39
3.3Beliefs and rituals related to birth 41
3.4 Marriage related beliefs 43

3.5Death ritual among plains Karbis of Dimoria regitimkarhi) 45

3.6Rituals of Purification 47
3.7 Agricultural practices 49
3.8Some other beliefs 50
3.9The Karbis Perception on supernatural world 51

CHAPTER IV: Beliefs and rituals associated with womanhood among

the Karbis of Dimoria 53-63
4.1Beliefs related to menstruation 53
4.2 Beliefs and rituals on pregnancy 55
4.3 Marriage related folk beliefs 58
4.4Religious beliefs and women patrticipation in religious rituals 59
4.5 Traditional belief practices concerning health problem 61

among Karbi women

CHAPTER V:Summary and conclusion 64-66
Work citation 67-68
Bibliography 69-70
List of informants 71

Appendix 72-74



