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Dr. Mridul Hazarika

Vice-Chancellor

Phone : +91-361-2570412 (O); 2570408 (R)

Fax : +91-361-2675515

E-mail ID : hazarika50@gmail.com
vc_gu@yahoo.in

MESSAGE

It gives me great pleasure to know that the Gauhati University Officers’ Association
has decided to publish the 18th issue of its Annual Journal entitled “SATEERTHA”
shortly. I hope the distinguished writers of this Journal will contribute substantially in
augmenting the image of the Gauhati University Officers’ Association. The officers of
the university contribute a significant component in the decision making process. Hence
they are important for the University as partners of progress.

I'am sure that the role of officers of the university with their dedication, sincerity and
enthusiasm will enliven the working atmosphere.

I' wish all success in their mission and hope the Journal will be well accepted by the
readers.

/L(/Li

Date : 22-05-2017 (Mridul Hazarika)

Address : Gopinath Bardoloi Nagar, Phone : 0361 257 0415 Web : www.gauhati.ac.in
Jalukbari, Guwahati,
Assam 781014
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GAUHATI UNIVERSITY @3
Gopinath Bardoloi Nagar, Guwahati Prof. Hari Prasad Sarma
Assam : India, PIN- 781014 Rector

Website : www.gauhati.ac.in

0S .0, 20(f

MESSAGE

Gauhati University Officers’ Association deserves my heartiest
appreciation for their sincere effort to continue the publication of
Sateertha, the annual mouth piece of the Association. I am sure, the
proposed 18™ issue of the journal would contain write-ups exhibiting
literary pursuits, thirst for relevant information and innovative ideas.

Gauhati University Officers’ Association has a glorious history which
must be peeped into and the young spirited officers should carry forward
the legacy of it with dignity and honour. A judicial mixture of commitment
and expertise can take us to greater heights and enable us to meet the
challenges of time. I firmly believe, Gauhati University Officers are
competent enough to bring about the change of things we require.

I thank the editorial staff of Sateertha in particular and the Gauhati
University officers in general.

I also wish them all success in their noble initiatives to be undertaken
in near future.

M’Gw _,:.»—_

(Hari Prasad Sarma)



GAUHATI UNIVERSITY Dr. Suresh Kr. Nath,
Gopinath Bardoloi Nagar M.A., Ph.D., B.Ed.

Guwahati - 781 014 Registrar
Assam :: India

Date o,

MESSAGE

Every association needs to bear a sense of commitment and sincerity in discharging
their responsibility and should act upon those areas which need to be addressed for
social uplift.

The associations like Gauhati University Officers’ Association (GUOA) have great
social and corporate responsibility due to the fact that it has the required strength to
make the things better. This glorious institution must deliver the goods in such a way
that others around like to intimate. We take pride in the matter that many illustrious
persons served in this temple of learning in their respective capacities either as officers
or teachers.

I 'am sure the proposed publication will contain write-ups which will reflect quality in
content.

I also wish them all success in their noble initiatives to be undertaken in near

future.

\

(v d
4

y
(S.K.Nath)

Registrar
Gauhati University

& :0361-2570415 (0O), +918876038485 (M) :: Fax:0361-2700311/2675515 :: e-mail:registrar @gauhati.ac.in ::
Web:www.gauhati.ac.in
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An Overview of Disaster Mitigation with

special reference to the Earth quakes in India

Dr. Bhabani Kr. Borah
Curator, Department of Anthropology

Disaster is an event made or natural, sudden or progressive, ensuing widespread
human material or environmental losses which exceed the ability of the affected area to
cope using its own resources.

Hazard is a physical or human- made event that can potentially trigger a disaster.
These physical events need not necessarily result in disaster.

Vulnerability is the condition determined by physical, social, economic and
environmental factors which increase the susceptibility obey community to the impact of
hazards.

Capacities are those positive condition or abilities which increase a community’s
ability to deal with hazards.

The possibility/likelihood of a disaster happening.
The ingredients of disaster relationship (Hx V- C=R),

Hazards x Vulnerability — Capacity = Risk.

Vulnerability of the state of Assam falls in the highest rainfall intensity zone of the
country. The average annual rainfall ranges from 1750mm in plains to 6400mm in the hills.
About 4.5 million hector of the land in the entire North East region are flood prone and fury
of the floods impedes development. Besides we have seen the destabilization of hill slopes
which causes landslides. It is also observed that in the last 50 years about 7% of the land
has been lost due to river bank erosion. The North East region falls under Zone-V which is
the most vulnerable seismic zone.

Prevention, Mitigation and Preparedness:

Disaster Prevention Disaster Mitigation Disaster Preparedness
Activities designed Measures taken in advance Ability to predict, respond
to provide permanent of adisaster aimed at reducing to and cope with the effect
protection from disaster.  its impact on society and the of a disaster.

environment.

Some preparedness Measures and Earthquake Risk Assessment:

It is noteworthy to mention that the assessment of vulnerable structures to study
the preparedness measures. The vulnerabilities of the built environment and critical
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infrastructures like bridges, pipelines, water tanks
etc need to be assessed or undertaking any
mitigation measures. In Assam, a number of safety
audits of schools, hospitals and other lifeline
buildings have been undertaken. About 770
schools and 48 hospitals of Guwahati city
assessed for their structural safety under a project
supported by ASDMA “Status Survey of
hospitals and schools in Guwahati city and
retrofitting solutions”.

Preparedness and Mitigation Measures:

Assam State Disaster Management
Authority and Government agencies carried out
some 200 schools in Guwabhati city to understand
the non-structural mitigation measures. Over 4500
schools have been shakeout and these are
covered under mitigation measures. All 18 Deputy
Commissioner’s office which has been found
vulnerable is being strengthened and the General
Administration department is making provision
for the required funds for such mitigation
programme. Sensitization meetings on Earthquake
and Fire safety conducted in 400 Apartment
societies of Guwahati in the two phases.

Role and Functions of SDMA and DDMA :

The State Disaster Management Authority
(SDMA) and District Disaster Management
Authority (DDMA) have taken various steps to
mitigate disasters in the state. They identify
hazards and assess vulnerability of the district.
The state authority takes initiatives such as Flood
Hazard Atlas of Assam developed in collaboration
with NRSC, Hyderabad. The Atlas has further
been simplified district-wise and guidelines issued
to districts on its usage. The NIT, Silchar have
taken up to study on Flood mitigation measures
for Barak Valley with support from ASDMA
(Assam State Disaster Management Authority).
Already the study of seismic microzonation of
Guwahati city has been completed. Moreover,
critical analysis of existing seismic microzonation
study conducted through ISR, Gandhinagar. It
has been identified that 19 hillocks of Guwahati
city studied for Landslide Risk where 366 sites

are found to be vulnerable. Disaster Risk
reduction including Climate change adaptation
of Guwabhati city in the context of dynamic growth.

Few points on state initiatives (Preparedness and
Mitigation measures):

1. Flood early warning System developed in
collaboration with NESAC.

2. Construction of Multipurpose Flood Shelters
in pilot districts under consideration.

3. Seismic Microzonation Report is being
integrated into the new Master Plan for
Guwahati city.

4. Project on Managing Hilly Watersheds
through Ecological Management Practice
undertaken in a pilot basis.

5. Survivallance teams generating awareness
amongst the residents regarding their
vulnerability to landslides.

6. 312 numbers of training conducted in 2013
covering more than 15979 stakeholders. Under
this banner the state of Assam took initiatives
of some subject areas, such as:

i) Earthquake Resistant Technology,

ii) Rapid Visual Screening,

iii) ERT for Masons,

iv) Emergency Health Management,

v) Man Casualty handling,

vi) Public Health in Emergencies,

vii) School Safety,

viii) Emergency Response,

viii) Search and Rescue and First aid,

ix) Emergency Rescue for VDP Personnel,

x) CBDRR

For strengthening Capabilities on response

the state follow some important initiatives to
mitigate the impending hazards, such as:

i) Setting up of SDRF,

i) A single Help Line number for emergencies
(Health, Police and Fire) operationalized.

iii) GIS mapping of utilities and infrastructures
done for decision support for effective
response,

iv) Equipping SDRF and DDMAs,

v) Regular conduct of Mock drills: Schools,
Hospitals, Apartments etc.
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vi) Conduct of Emergency Management Exercise.
It is evident that to undertake mitigation

measures in the prone areas Knowledge
Management is very essential. The state of Assam
gives more emphasis on implying some important
initiatives, such as:

i) Website of ASDMA,

i) Quarterly newsletters of ASDMA,

iii) Annual Report of ASDMA published,

iv) Documentation of Best Practices and other

significant events, etc.

Some Salient points regarding Disasters:

1) Suddenness, Severity and shortness of
duration distinguish disasters from normal
natural phenomena,

2) Natural disasters like earthquake, floods,
drought, cyclone, landslides, environmental
degradation, volcanic eruptions etc. are global
phenomena.

3) The loss of global economy due to both natural
and man- made disasters has increased
alarmingly in recent years.

4) While the natural disasters are, in most cases
beyond human control, vulnerability is
generally a result of human activity.

5) Some patterns of consumption, production
and development have the potential for
increasing vulnerability to natural disasters.

6) Again the poor and backward groups of people
suffer most from natural disasters.

7) Disasters and poverty have been proven to
be mutually reinforcing.

8) It has been found that it is much more cost-
effective to prevent disasters than to recover
from them.

Disaster Preparedness:

If sustainable development is the ultimate
goal, it is imperative that Disaster Preparedness
and Mitigation considerations be incorporated
in all development programme and planning.
Natural disasters cannot be prevented from
occurring, but their impact can be reducing if
effective measures are taken to reduce their
severity, frequency and extent.

Disaster Management and Risk analysis:

The disaster management measures
include planning for disaster preparedness based
on appraisal of the magnitude of risks in the past
and those anticipated in the future.

Prevention is better than cure. This is an
important alarm to all of us. Prevention begins
with information. Some common features of
mitigation plans are cited bellow.

i) Clarity of aim,
ii) Realistic in nature,
iii) Level of the plan,
iv) Flexibility
v) Co- Ordination of efforts,
vi) Defining Responsibilities,
vii) Ease of use and application,
viii) Plan components-
a) Main Action plan,
b) Sub- plans,
¢) Special plans
ix) Viability.

Phases in Mitigation Plan:

1) Impact phase-
* During Impact phase,
* Post Impact phase.
2) Rehabilitation and Construction Phase-
* Rehabilitation phase,
* Reconstruction phase.

Mitigation Programme Implementation:

Mitigation programme can be successful
when proper measures have been taken with
public awareness and participation (Community
participation), active participation of Government
agencies and also the active role of the NGO’s
concern.

Animal behaviours and Response of Earthquake:

Animals perceive the P-waves, which are
faster and less intensive seismic wave front,
while human perceive the S-waves, which are
slower but intensive and rocking in the nature.
It is also known that animals prone to this
behaviour react within 100- 200 km. of epicenter.
They react from 15-20 days before the earthquake
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happens. The common animals in this category
are- Dogs, Horses, Chickens, Snakes and Pigs.
Horses and Pheasants (birds) respond within 5
to 15 days before the earthquake. Dogs dig in
the ground, adopt unusual postures. Birds may
shun trees and stay on the ground for unduly
long period, or migrate to distance places.
Snakes come out to surface unusually and
Rates become available over the ground to
catch easily, etc.

Conclusion:

Northeast India is highly earthquake prone
zone and falls in the Fifth zone of earthquake

intensity. It is located in the Alps Himalayan
Earthquake belt. The region has its critical location
between the Indian plate in the South and Eurasian
Plate on the North. It has been estimated that the
Indian Plate is moving towards north at a rate of
Scm per year. Therefore, we need to be alert and
full preparedness to mitigate the problem as and
when occurred. The above mentioned points and
discussions should be campaigned or time to time
awareness programmes and workshops are very
necessary to Eveready for the impending
disasters which may take hundreds and
thousands of life and properties within a short
spanoftime. ..............
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Education and Empowerment of Women

Dr. Narendra Narayan Talukdar
Chief Medical Officer, GU Hospital

ducation is a medium through which one

can acquire knowledge and skill to work
efficiently and effectively that brings
positive changes in life. Education is
essentially a prerequisite for modernization.
It enables people to know the whole world
and transforms them to become rationalized
and humanist in outlook. Proper education
can help a man make unique adjustment in
various situations of life.

Education is the science of
modification of behavior in desired
directions. In the process of teaching and
learning goals and ideals which are
conceived by the society are fulfilled by
designing a curriculum which is full of
desirable experiences, knowledge, values
from our accumulated cultural heritage.

Education helps a person in his all round
harmonious development. According to Nelson
Mandela education is the most powerful
weapon we can use to change the world.
Education makes this world a more congenial
place to live.

Education among the masses both for
men and women is essential. Education to
women must be an eye opener in all matters.
Women ought to be taught housekeeping,
cooking, sewing and hygiene. Girls should

be inspired to mould their own lives in the
light of the noble ladies of our country that
we find in the ancient literature. They must
be trained in ethical and spiritual life as it
is only in the homes of educated and pious
mothers that great men are born.

Education of women is essential for
their empowerment. Empowerment
increases the spiritual, political, legal, social
and economic strength of individual and
communities. Women empowerment is the
process by which women negotiate a more
equitable distribution of power, a greater
space in the critical decision making process
in the houses, in the community and in the
economic and political life.

The aim of empowerment of women
is the fuller and wholesome development of
both men and women. Enabling women to
access to the benefits of appropriate laws is
the key task of the empowerment process.
As empowerment process advances men
lose their traditional power and control over
women while women gain control over their
own lives. Women develop the capacity to
regulate their own activities in social, political
and economic field. They develop self
confidence and self determination by
recognizing their own a sense of
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independence.

Empowerment of women ensures equal
rights to women and men. It helps women to
control and benefit from resources, assets,
income and their own time. It also increases
their ability to manage risk and improve their
economic status and wellbeing.

Empowerment of women is very
essential for sustainable development of a
country and for improvement of the quality
of life of people, families and communities.
All barriers against women empowerment
particularly socio economic barrier needs to
be removed to build a strong economic system

of a country. Women empowerment would
be really possible only through economic
empowerment of women.

According to Swami Vivekananda
liberty is the first condition of growth. Women
should be educated first and they will find
out the reforms they need for solving their
own problems contributing to the all round
development of a country.
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Development of University Education
and Libraries in India

Alok Kumar Pathak
Asstt. Librarian
K K Handiqui Library

Being an integral part of the University
the main objective or goal of a
University library is to promote higher
education. In this sense the University library
is liable to attend the reading and
informational requirement concerning
teaching, research and other academic
programmes of the University. Thus a model
University library aims to function as
dynamic institution of education. According
to Deshpande, K.S. “University libraries
serve as resources for teaching, learning,
publication and research programmes of
institution of higher education”.

Objectives: The basic objective of a
University library is to act as a dynamic
instrument for expanding the horizons of
knowledge. The library endeavors to make

the legitimate needs and demands of the
patrons, from the senior academic engaged
in advanced research to the fresh entrant
stimulate and encourage students to develop
the lifelong habits of good reading, study and
research and to be the centre of University
for educational and scholarly pursuit.

Objectives of a University library are
given below:

« Conservation of knowledge
accumulate from time immemorial

« Dissemination of this knowledge
through teaching and publication

« Extension of the boundaries of
knowledge through research works by
teachers and other research workers,
and
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« Helping the teachers and the taught
to achieve the highest academic
honours and a life time of good reading.

Functions of University library: The
University library performs the following
functions.

« To acquire process, organize and make
available varied types of reading
materials for meeting the needs of
different levels of users;

« To guide research scholars and provide
them the resource useful for
enhancement of research projects;

« To keep the faculty members informed
of the latest amount of resources
through in their fields of specialization;

« To adopt new technology e.g.
computerization in certain areas with
a view to provide purposeful service
in minimizing possible time.

University Libraries in Ancient India

Taxila and Nalanda were known for
their well-equipped libraries with a wide and
varied manuscripts collection. According to
a Tibetan account- Nalanda had a grand
library called Dharmaganja. It consisted of
three grand building called Ratnasagara,
Ratnadadhi and Ratnaranjika respectively.
Among them “Ratnadadhi” which was a nine
storied building, specialized in the collection
of rare and sacred manuscripts on classical
literature. The library of this ancient
institution of learning was believed to be the
biggest in the world.

University Libraries in Modern India

A modern University library has its
roots in college libraries. During the British
rule in India number of academic institutions
was established by the East India Company
and the Christian missionaries. Calcutta
College was established in 1781. In 1792 the

Banaras Sanskrit College was founded by a
British agent Jonathan Duncan. The
Calcutta Fort William College was founded
in 1800. All these colleges had their own
libraries with their own collection of books
and manuscripts.

Sir Chareles Wood’s Education
Despatch of 1854 has been declared as “The
Magna Charta’ of the present day system
of higher education in India. Amongst its
several recommendations an important
recommendation was for establishing
Universities in each of the three presidency
town of Calcutta, Bombay and Madras. In
1857 the three Universities were established
on the model of London University.

University Libraries in Twentieth
century

With the establishment of Punjab
University and Allahabad University in the
year of 1882 and 1887 respectively, there
was an increase in the total number of
Universities in India up to five. The function
of these Universities was affiliation and
examination. However, Libraries in these
Universities were conspicuous by their
absence in the priority list of University
development. The library at Madras
appeared to be entirely neglected. Bombay
had a good collection of oriental and other
books; but the library was little used by
graduates and hardly at all by students.
Calcutta had a library and money was
granted for the purpose of making it
supplementary to other libraries in Calcutta.
The Allahabad University had no library.
Lahore had not a very large University
library.

University Libraries during 1919-1947

Eight new Universities along with
their associated libraries were established



O | Sb O AT | 2050-54 7F

during the period 1919-1930. A contact was
established as set forth between Indian and
British Universities libraries and gradually
with the American University libraries as
well. The Indian University libraries were
basically set up in the model of the western
libraries. In 1943 and in 1946 The Utkal
and Saagar University library were
established respectively. The 20" century
provided Indians the opportunity for
interaction with libraries in the western
countries.

University libraries in Post Independence
era

After independence the government
of India gave prior attentation to improve
the quality and standard of higher education.
In this direction the Govt. of India appointed
the University education commission in 1948
with Dr. S. Radhakrishnan as its chairman.
The commission gave importance to develop
the University libraries. The commission
gave a statement to effect that ‘the Library
is the heart of all the University work’.

The University grant commission
(UGC) was set up in the year 1953 and has
given statutory status in the year 1956. The
first chairman of UGC Dr. C.D. Deshmukh
gave new life to the college and University
libraries as well.

In the year 1957 the UGC appointed
a library committee, headed by S R
Ranganathan to advice on the management
of college and University libraries. In 1959
the committee submitted its report making
valuable recommendation on the areas like
grants to libraries; book purchase; reading
habits; appointment of library staff &
training; construction of library building and
purchasing of furniture. The UGC accepted
most of the recommendations of this

committee and provided grants to the
Universities for uplifting their libraries.

The Kothari commission (1964-66)
observed that ‘With ever increasing
enrolment in the Universities and colleges
the demand for library service has been
mounting. The commission emphasis upon
the documentation work and services due
to the tremendous increase in sources of
information and the growth of research
potential in Universities. All the commission
on Univesity education have in fact’ treated
the library as subordinate to research’.

The function of the INFLIBNET is
one of the most remarkable and identifiable
development in the history of higher
education and libraries in India. INFLIBNET
is a major national programme which is
initiated by UGC in 1991 with its head
quarters located at the Gujarat University
campus, Ahmedabad.

The National Knowledge Commission
(NKC) which comes into being in 2006
made recommendations for institutions.
National Mission on Library and information
services (NMLIS) for creating,
disseminating, optimum utilizing and
preserving knowledge. The knowledge
commission also laid stress upon
modernizing library management, efficient
and effective staffing of libraries and private
and personal collections.

Conclusion: In a University education
primary objective is to cater to the needs of
students interested in higher education. A
University mainly stands for higher learning
and research. The library is a centre where
collection of documents is done to promote
their use and also to facilitate information
dissemination. The fundamental role of the
library is to impart education and to support
and promote the teaching needs of the
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faculty, research, extension and publication
programmes.

Information technology has
revolutionized the information handling
activities in the University libraries during
the past few years. The information society
demands that all the relevant technologies
that are involved in information processing
consolidation, repackaging and retrieval be
merged so as to evolve an integrated
system; capable of providing diversified
services.
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Electrical Safety

Dipak Das
Technical Officer, USIC

lectricity is essential and we are

dependent on electricity. With rapid
advances in science and technology, the
society is getting modernised, economy is
developing and demand for electricity is
growing. Itis the most versatile and useful
form of energy. Electricity can perform a
range of tasks from lighting bulbs to powering
computer that other form of energy cannot.
It can be easily transported from one place
to another, can be conveniently converted
to other forms of energy and is pollution free.
Per capita electricity consumption is an index
of economic development of a country. We
all have to handle and use devices, gadgets,
equipment and machines that run on
electricity in our homes and at our
workplaces. Electricity is very useful but can
be dangerous and can even kill. As a
common man and general user of electricity

we have to be aware of hazards associated
with electricity and take certain precautions
to ensure safety.

Safety is a primary concern and we
have to ensure safety everywhere. Lack of
adequate safety may lead to accidents, fires
eto that can have harmful impact on life,
property and environment. Whenever we
handle or use any item that runs on electricity,
we should be careful and must take certain
precautions. There is always arecommended
procedure. In case of a new item, the details
of the recommended operational procedure
can be obtained from the manufacturer or
supplier. In case of costly item or items that
are used by more than one person, itis always
useful to ask for a demonstration at the time
of procurement or installation. It is very
helpful if the important points are noted down
and displayed near the item. Manufacturer
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provides manual and manufacturer’s
websites contains valuable information.
Haphazard and unmindful way of using a tool
or a gadget should always be avoided. While
working with an item, the location should
have adequate space and light, there should
be proper ventilation, and the environment
should be free from dust, smoke, noise,
vibration etc. Before connecting a device to
an electrical plug for the first time, it should
be ensured whether the power plug is OK
or not. In a three pin plug a common
problem is interchange of live and neutral.
The earth to neutral voltage should also be
acceptable and below prescribed value.
Fixed and properly marked location for
placing tools, gadgets, accessories and
equipment etc is always helpful. Special care
should be taken in selecting place for storage
of inflammable liquids, harmful chemicals etc
particularly in homes where there are
children.

Electrical power connection also
called service connection to the premises
should always be installed by authorized
licensed persons only. It is always advisable
to prepare plan, estimate, electrical drawing
etc in consultation with competent authorized
person,.Wire joints demands special
attention. Bad wire joints and loose
connection are electrical hazards. Earthing
should be as per specification and should be
maintained following recommended
procedure. Good earthing is essential and

mandatory. Lack of proper earthing or faulty
earthing may cause damage and may lead to
electric shock. Severe electric shock may
cause death. The ratings of fuse and circuit
breaker should be adequate. Inspection of
the service connection and the wiring by
competent persons should be done at least
once in a year. One should always be very
careful while using an item that runs on
electricity. A careless person can be a danger
to himself and to fellowmen near him. A
person who s sick or is not well, should never
handle an item or equipment that run on
electricity and should take help from others.
Itis always helpful to learn by every member
the location of the Mains switch and how to
cut off electrical power supply safely. Fire
extinguisher should be installed as per norms
and we should know how to use the fire
extinguisher in case of emergency. One
should never tamper or play with electricity
or working electrical gadgets. Without
adequate knowledge and training no one
should try to repair or fix an electrical item.
Every item is designed to have a life, a period
during which the item works properly.
Estimated life of an item can be known from
the manufacturer. After the life, the item
becomes obsolete even if it may be in
working condition. Itis not advisable to use
an obsolete item. If an item is very old, it
may not work properly and can become
hazardous. Very old items should be
disposed of.
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Very frequently we use extended
cords and extension boards to get electricity
from one place to another. These are for
temporary use and are not for frequent use
for the same purpose. If electricity is required
frequently in a location then an electrical
power point should be provided and frequent
use of extension cord should be avoided.
Loose parts, deformed and missing pins,
damaged insulations of wires, naked joints
etc are commonly observed in extended
cords and extension boards and these should
be immediately fixed before use.
Overloading of extended cords by
connecting many devices should be avoided
as it may lead to heating of the wires, short
circuit, electric shock etc. Wire joints may
become source of hazards. Wire joints
should be avoided as far as possible. In case
of unavoidable joints it should be tapped
properly. Use of extended cord and
extension boards should be avoided in wet
or damp place and in rainy season. In case
of portable equipment, the wires of the
equipment should never be used to lift the
equipment.

Spark, flashes, abnormal sound and
odor, warm or hot wire etc in an electrical
installation be it home or workplace, are
danger signals of electrical hazards. Some
competent person should immediately be
consulted to identify the cause and rectify
the problem. If neglected, they may lead to
electrical fire. Fire is combustion of a

substance. Electricity produces heat. Unsafe
amount of electricity or bad wire joints
produces more heat. Because of heat
temperature rises. If the temperature is
sufficiently high the insulating materials acts
as fuel and starts burning. Above certain
temperature, the substance e.g. the insulating
materials of the wire undergoes oxidation i.e.
gets chemically combined with the oxygen
of air. Heat, light and ash get produced and
we call this fire. Heat, fuel and oxygen are
essential for fire to continue. Fire stops when
heat, oxygen or fuel are unavailable. Fire
fighting strategy consists of removing any one
of these. In case of normal fire, cold water
extinguishes fire by removing heat. But in
case of electrical fire, water is not helpful.
Water is a good conductor of electricity and
may facilitate flow of electric current. Water
becomes vapor when comes into contact
with heated wires. In case of electrical fire,
flow of electricity should be immediately
stopped by switching off the Mains switch
and fire extinguisher should be used.

When electric current flows through
human body from one point to another point,
atingling sensation is perceived and this is
called electric shock. A person gets an
electric shock when he comes in direct
contact with live conductor. Severity of
electric shock depends on the amount of
current, path of current, body organs in the
path of current, duration of contact, area of
contact, condition of body and skin etc. The
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current depends on voltage to which the
victim is in contact and the electrical
resistance of the human body. The electrical
resistance of the human body varies from
person to person. If the skin is dry then
human body resistance is more compared
to wet skin. The electrical resistance of
internal organs is less. Less resistance means
more current and more severity of shock.
Severe electric shock involving more current
may result in muscular contraction, electric
burn, respiratory paralysis and even death.
The victim may become unconscious and
breathing may become slow. Immediate
attention and care is necessary to save the
victim. The most important thing is to
immediately disconnect the electrical power
supply and to get medical help for the victim.
No one should touch the victim without being

ensured that the electrical power is
disconnected.

Electrical safety is a subject with
many aspects. There are websites that has
contents meant for general users and
consumers of electricity. A general user and
consumer of electricity should take his own
initiative to know related information to ensure
safety.

N.B. :- The content is collected from various
internet sites and text book on electrical
safety.

References :
1. Internet
2. Electrical Technology by B L Theraja
3. Electrical Safety by R.K Jain
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Library Consortium is a group of

Libraries who Partner to coordinate
activities, Share Resources, and Combine
Expertise. The International Coalition of
Library Consortia is an informal discussion
group of such consortia.

Library Consortia:

Consortia is a Latin word meaning
‘Partnership, association or society’ and is
derived from consors, ‘Partner’ itself from
con-together and sor-‘fate’ meaning owner
of means or comrade. According to Oxford
English dictionary, Consortium means
temporary co-operation of a number of
powers, companies etc. For a common
purpose it is an association of similar type
organizations/institutions who are engaged for
producing and servicing the common things
for providing services for a specific purpose
of its users. On the word of Merriam Webster
Dictionary, consortium is “an agreement,

combination, or group (as of companies)
formed to undertake an enterprise beyond the
resources of any one member” http://
www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/
consortium. Wikipedia defines as “an
association of two or more individuals,
companies, organizations or governments (or
any combination of these entities) with the
objective of participating in a common activity
or pooling their resources for achieving a
common goal” http://en.wikipeadia.org/wiki/
consortiumcentral place to store content in
centralized manner and distribute to all
associated libraries. Basically, consortia
means group of libraries coming together with
common interest. One of the libraries or
agencies work as coordinator for identification
of libraries for each publisher, the aim of
consortia is to achieve what the members of
the group cannot achieve individually. Library
consortium is a joint venture of any group of
libraries to fulfil the common goal of resource
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sharing. Resource sharing among the libraries
is not a new concept. Earlier it was the form
of inter-library loan. After that, the concepts
of document delivery, sharing of catalogue
data in the form of union catalogue, library
networks etc. were developed at different
levels. But introduction of the different digital
resources in the library collection, price
escalation, budget cut etc. have forced the
LICs to form a group which will act for
cooperative acquisition and resource sharing
in a network environment. A consortium
allows provision for seamless access to
electronic information resources while
sharing the cost of access.

The concept of library consortia has
come up in many countries of the world. In
India to several consortium have been
develop in the past year such as INDEST
consortium, UGC-INFONET, FORSA
consortium, CSIR Consortium, ICMA library
consortium, IIM library consortium, ICAR
consortium. The aim of the above consortium
is to purchase and share e-journals. Though
consortia based subscription to electronic
resources can help college and University
libraries to enhance their access capacity to
large number of periodicals yet there is a
need to develop policy consortia based
subscription to electronic resources which
should clearly indicate the terms and condition
favoring and protecting the academic interest
of the college and the University libraries.

The library consortia can be classified
on the bases of financial management and
the number of participating libraries. It may
be classified in to the following types:

a. Open consortia e.g. AICTE-INDEST

b. Closed consortia e.g. [IM

c. Centrally funded consortia e.g. UGC-
Infonet

d. Shared budget consortia e.g. FORSA
e. National Consortia e.g UGC-Infonet

Important:

a. The development of scientific publishing
and the pricing policies of publisher posed
new challenges and opportunities for
academic libraries in purchasing and
managing the serials within their restricted
budget. So to solve the ongoing serials
crisis, it is essential for a common
infrastructure or firm to share the resource
among the libraries.

b. The continuous price increasing for
scientific information combined with the
lack of funding for academic libraries has
led to massive yearly cancellation of
scientific journals. The exponential growth
in the production of knowledge has made
it more and more impossible for the
individual library to purchase all the
relevant information.

c. The tremendous technological
development has resulted in a constant
pressure for new hardware, software and
education and training of library staff.

Factor:

There are many factor that necessitate
the adoption of consortium among libraries.
Some of the major factors have been given
below.

a. Literature explosion: The various numbers
of literatures has been growing day by day.
So, it is impossible to every library to
purchase all the documents. Consortia
helps in acquiring all the documents which
are very essential for the readers.

b. Limited resource: Due to limitation of
finance, space and human resource the
libraries are compelled to going for
consortia.
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c. Multiple choice of the reader: The reader
of library differs from library to library.
General student requires text books for
educational purpose but scientist or
specialist reader want some advanced
literature. Library consortia meet all the
requirement of each type of readers.

Services:

A library consortia may be local, state
wide, national and international level for
making available the resources and services
available both within the premises of
members and outside for the benefit of
members. Some of the services that can be
provide through consortia are:

a. Union catalogue: Books, journals etc.

b. Shared library system: Hardware,
software.

c. Human resource development: Training
manpower and uses.

d. Inter library loan and document delivery:
Both physical and electronic resources.

About KKH Library, Gauhati University:

The Krishna Kanta Handiqui Library
was established to Cater to the needs of the
students, teachers and research scholars of
the University. It not only helps in supporting
the classroom instructional programmes of
the University, but also unfolds the horizon
of knowledge in regard to the different
research programmes carried out by the
University.

Our mission is to set high standards of
excellence in the preservation of knowledge
and serve as an effective instrument of
development and change for the state of
Assam and the rest of the country by passing
on faithfully and comprehensively the cultural,
scientific and technological experiences of
mankind accumulated over the millennia,
thereby ensuring the continuity and

advancement of human civilization.

The University Library started its
functioning in 1948 at Chandmari (now
known as old University Colony) and then
shifted to Room No.1 of the Arts building and
accommodated in the present building in
1962. In 1982 The University Library was
renamed as K K Handiqui Library after the
death of its first Vice Chancellor Professor
K K Handiqui an Orientalist of world fame.
The personal collection of Prof Handiqui
consisting of 7593 volumes of books
generously donated by him to Gauhati
University is a precious and priceless
possession of the library. The collection
includes books on 11(eleven) different
languages like English, French, German,
Greek, Italian, Latin, Pali, Prakrit, Russian,
Sanskrit and Spanish.

KKH Library at a glance Holdings:

The collection of KKH Library is very
rich. It contain 270030 no,s books, 34495 nos
bound periodicals, 3700 nos theses, 4500 nos
manuscripts,7000 nos dissertations. In K K
Handiqui collection there are 7593 no,s of
volume of books in eleven different languages.

In addition to the above collection K K
Handiqui library has some special collection
such as K K Handiqui Collection ,
Dr. Bhupen Hazarika Corner, Vivekananda
Corner , Dr. Maheswar Neog Collection,
Aurobindo Corner, Nehru Corner , Womens
Corner, Collection of Manuscripts on
Sanchipat, Tulapat etc., Back Volumes of
Journals and Selected Newspapers, Textbook
Corner, UN Corner, Thailand Corner

Facilities available:

Internet, Xerox, Webopac for access
to library, OPAC through Campus LAN, ETD
(Electronic Theses and Dissertations)
Through Shodhganga, E-Journal browsing
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through UGC-Infonet, IEEE Xplore ,
Manupatra, J-gate plus, Online Abstracting
and Indexing database viz, SCOPUS.

The K K Handiqui Library take the part
of the world’s leading database of
dissertations and theses under the Pro-Quest
Dissertations & theses (PQDT) digital
archive. This digital archive has been
designated as an Of site Digital Repository
for the U S Library of Congress . Pro-Quest
and Gauhati University signed MOU on
26.03.2016 to open the door for the academics
to acquire knowledge and information from
vast area of research. Pro-Quest publishing
theses of 3000 institutions from worldwide is
a major achievement which will be helpful
for the research community.

The LAN is established in the library
connecting computers placed in different
locations of the library. All the sections are
now connected with LAN and INTERNET
connectivity is provided in those computers
placed at various locations of the library.
KKH Library has extented LAN facilities to
the academic departments of the University
to search their own needs.

Existing Infrastructure of KKH Library
GU:

1. HP Proliant ML 10 Xenon Server ;
Executing N-computing (Disk less nods)
For Internet Section (UGC-Infonet)

2. IBM XSERIES - 4300 Windows Server
2003: Execute as SOUL 2.0 software &
maintain SQL Server Database for Library
Automation.

3. HP Xeon ® Windows Server2012 :
Execute as Shodhganga Server

4. HP Desktop (40) Diskless Mode (20) with
UPS LAN, Laptop (1)

5. Leased Line connection BSNL 2GBPs
from NKN

6. Online UPS 10 KVA-1, Online UPS 7.5-
2,5 KVA-1

7. Scanner : Atiz Book Drive Mini Bar code
(3)

8. Printer : Network HP Laser Jet-2,DMP
3, All-in one-1,Billing-2

9. CCTV System in different Sections

10. Software System : Microsoft Windows
Server 2003 (SP-2) Windows Server 2008,
Windows Server 2012, Window XP
Professional, 7,8, 10; Library management
Software SOUL2.0, ETC.

INFLIBNET Centre:

Information and Library Network
(INFLIBNET) Centre is an autonomous
Inter-University Centre of the University
Grants Commission (UGC) of India. It is a
major National Programme initiated by the
UGC in March 1991 with its Head Quarters
at Gujarat Ahmedabad. Initially started as a
project under the IUCCA, it became an
independent Inter University Centre in June
1996.

INFLIBNET is involved in
modernizing university libraries in India and
connecting them as well as information
centers in the country through a nationwide
high speed data network using the state —of-
art technologies for the optimum utilization
of information is set out to be a major player
in promoting scholarly communication among
academicians and researchers in India. K K
Handique Library Consortia with
INFLIBNET has Enable the Library to
Excess Resources from Different Libraries
and Information Centres.

Link: http://inflibnet.ac.in
Conclusion: Libraries in India are facing
challenges due to curtail of budget, reduction
of staff and escalation in cost of publication
and conversion rate of foreign currencies.
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Due to the above mentioned problem the
libraries are facing difficulties to purchase the
required number of books and journals which
has resulted into the adverse impact of
research and development programme.
Consortia approach help in the
successful deployment and easy access at
highly discounted rates to the end users. The
consortium should take lead role in the
development of a national strategy for
information provision for research in higher
education. E-journal consortia have already
come up in India. Libraries have already
understood that the consortia based
subscription is cost effective and also avoids

duplication of subscription. The government
should provide necessary infrastructure with
high speed network connection to access the
electronic resources. The library manpower
should be trained up with the latest
development of information technology.
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Reading the Past: Considering Prof. Krishna Kanta Handiqui’s
Study of Sriharca’s Naicadhacarita, Somadeva’s
Yaeastilaka and Pravarasena’s Setubandha

Bedika Bhattacharjee
Research Scholar

Department of English, Gauhati University

It is often seen that writers and thinkers in
their writings allude to or refer to the past.
For instance Shakespeare in most of his
works made use of the ancient Greek and
Latin culture. Again Chaucer benefitted a lot
from Boccaccio, Virgil and Petrarch. He is
believed to have “received many broader
intellectual and emotional suggestions from
France and Italy” (Highet 95). Dante’s
indebtedness to the Greco-Roman tradition
and culture gets evident in The Divine
Comedy. In fact, knowledge of the classical
tradition and culture and its use became a
marked feature of later writers and poets like
Alexander Pope, Samuel Johnson, Goethe,
William Wordsworth, Lord Alfred Tennyson,
Chateaubriand, Charles Dickens etc. It will
not be wrong to say that it was knowledge of
the ancient classical tradition that enabled
these writers to understand and strengthen
the present which is the reason why they
frequented the classics most often. These
instances somewhere enables to come to the

point that the present cannot be built in

isolation from the past. And it is probably an
understanding of this fact that a whole branch
devoted to the study of classical scholarship
forms an important aspect of literary studies.
In this sense it is quite interesting to note that
it was Prof. Krishna Kanta Handiqui writing
in the twentieth-century who gave his entire
life and effort in deciphering texts from the
Indian classical tradition and gave the world
three important texts namely Naicadhacarita
of Sriharca, Yasastilaka And Indian
Culture and Pravarasena’s Setubandha.
His study of these texts and the translation
that followed of Naicadhacarita and
Setubandha is an evidence of his credence
in the past wealth of India.

Considered to be one of the most
difficult epics in Sanskrit Sriharca’s
Naicadhacarita a twelfth century Sanskrit
epic is an extensive narration of the Nala-
Damayanti
Mahabharata. In the words of Handiqui “the

episode initiated in the

episode to which Sriharca devotes about two-

thousand eight hundred verses is related in
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less than two hundred couplets in the
Mahabharata”

Sriharca: xliii). This extensive discussion of

(Naicadhacarita of

the story in Sriharca’s Naicadhacarita
revolves around concepts of virtue and vice,
love, honour, duty, questions of right and
wrong, benevolence, charity, jealousy etc. In
his

Naicadhacarita of Sriharca Handiqui

Preface to the first edition of

states:
There is here a conflict of emotions,
a clash of love and duty, rare in
Sanskrit poetry, but which is not
without its appeal to the imagination
of the modern reader. This is perhaps
the most universal element in

Sriharca’s treatment of the Nala
story, and furnishes evidence of the
poet’s power to handle tense
moments of emotions and pathos.

The Naicadhacarita, like other
Kavyas, has its full share of epigrams
and ethical reflections, the most
remarkable of which are perhaps
those glorifying the individual
conscience as the criterion of right
and wrong. (Naicadhacarita of
Sriharca: xi).
It is through the romance of Nala and
Damayanti that the poet Sriharca gives a
picture of the Indian philosophical doctrines
(Krishna Handikai  Aru

Naicadhacaritar JiliEgani: 103). The epic

Kanta

is considered to be a store-house of the
various philosophical and religious doctrines

namely the Vaisesika doctrine, the Nyaya

doctrine, the Buddhist doctrine etc.

(Pracyavidyarnava Krishna Kanta
Handiqui: 60). Further what is important is
the fact of its being “a repository of traditional
which

lexicographical and socio-religious data,

learning” “contains literary,

important for the study of the cultural history
of medieval India” (Naicadhacarita of
Sriharca: xii). In his Foreword to Krishna
Kanta Handikai Aru Naicadhacaritar
JiliEgani Prof. Mukunda Madhava Sharmah

observes:
The the
Naicadhacarita made it a hard nut
to crack, so much so that no Indian
or non-Indian could venture to
translate this epic into any non-
Sanskrit language, till K. K. Handiqui
took the challenge and did it, and he
did it in such a grand style and with
such a degree of perfection that he
immediately shot up to a high degree
of eminence and earned an unstinted
mead of universal approbation

(Krishna Kanta Handikai Aru
Naicadhacaritar JiliEgani: vi).

intricateness  of

Right from the publication of the translation
of the epic by Handiqui initially in 1934 in
Lahore (then in India) by the Punjab Oriental
Series till its third and last edition by the
Deccan College Postgraduate and Research
Institute, Poona in the year 1965 it has
succeeded to draw the attention of
Sanskritists and scholars from both home and

abroad. It was the difficulty and obscurity of
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the epic both in terms of its content and
language that made it unintelligible and almost
neglected by scholars both in India and
abroad. In this sense it will not be wrong to
say that it was solely through Handiqui’s
translation that this somewhat ignored epic
was made understandable and intelligible to
the people who otherwise would have
remained ignorant about it. Handiqui has not
only given an English translation of the main
text but has also deciphered into the
philosophical, religious, socio-cultural
concepts of the time and disseminated it
through his notes and the appendices that he
provided along with the translation. Agian, his
compilation of a comprehensive dictionary of
the Sanskrit language is also something that
demands attention and has proven to be of
immense significance to scholars on philology.
Further what makes the translation more
significant is Handiqui’s deep study and
inclusion of the unpublished critical materials
and commentaries in his translation. All these
clearly highlights the aptness and proficiency
of Handiqui not only as a translator merely
rendering the main text in terms of language
but also as a scholar of classical learning given
the depth to which he entered the text and
disseminated it amongst the masses.

His deep study and aptness in
handling of classical texts also gets evident
in his dissertation entitled Yasastilaka and
Indian Culture initially published in 1949.

Yasastilaka a Jaina religious romance was
composed by Somadeva in 959 A.D.
Handiqui’s insight into Somadeva’s
Yasastilaka gets evident from his Preface to
the first edition of Yasastilaka and Indian
Culture where he highlights the significance

of this religious romance as:
an encyclopaedic record of literary,
socio-political, religious and
philosophical data, valuable for the
study of the cultural history of India,
and particularly of the Deccan, in the
tenth century and thereabouts, when
the Rastrakuta empire still held sway
in that part of the country

(Yasastilaka and Indian Culture:

iX).

The romance presenting the
medieval court life in India also gives a picture
of the religious practices of the time through
the temple of Candamari which was
considered as ““a horrid place, frequented by
the terrible female spirits known as the
Mahayoginis, and a crowd of fanatical
votaries, engaged in outrageous forms of self-
torture” (Yasastilaka and Indian Culture:
22). Handiqui highlights in his study how the
work throws ample light on the life and society
and the kind of tantric religious practices
prevalent at the time. In this regard he shows
the contribution of Jainism in the development
of Indian culture and the Sanskrit language.
Handiqui also shows in his study and
discusses at length the various philosophical

and religious doctrines like the Vaisesika
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doctrine, Buddhist doctrine, Samkhya doctrine,
Vedanta, Jaiminiya, Carvaka, Pasupata,
Kulacaryas and Saiva doctrines that he
deciphered in the poem. Handiqui importantly
highlights that “the aims of Yasastilaka is to
llustrate the doctrine of ahimsa, the work is
designed to be a comprehensive manual of
Jaina doctrines, and the object of Somadeva
is to provide entertainment as well as religious
instruction, and help forward the propagation
of the Jaina faith” (Yasastilaka and Indian
Culture: 246).

In their Preface to the Second Edition
of Yasastilaka and Indian Culture the
editor’s H. L. Jain and A. N. Upadhye asserts
that Handiqui’s “exhaustive study of the
Yasastilaka has been, in a way, epoch-making
and has inspired a number of other scholars
to follow this model while studying other
Indian classical texts” (Yasastilaka and
Indian Culture: vii). Handiqui’s detailed
study of Somadeva’s Yasastilaka reveals his
wide knowledge and hold on Sanskrit language
and literature that received a huge amount of
appreciation from scholars like Prof. L.

Renou who remarked:
Mr. Handiqui gives a precise account
of what is known about the activities
of the literary circles and the religious
sects of the 10" century. Then follow
an analysis of the work...

...the  Yasatilaka, properly
interpreted, is a sort of
encyclopaedia of Jainism, and Mr.
Handiqui has overlooked nothing for

explaining the facts of dogmatics,
disciplies and ethics which are
described or alluded to in the work.
With the help of the Yasatilaka and a
vast amount of information literary
and epigraphic, Mr. Handiqui
describes the position of Jainism in
the tenth century and records the
controversies or conflicts with
diverse Hindu sects and eventually
with the Buddhists. Here is a study
which had not been made before, at
least on such an extensive scale...

(quoted in Pracyavidyarnava

Krishna Kanta Handiqui: 83)
Handiqui’s dissertation on the Yasastilaka has
been considered as an important
documentation on the literary, social, political,
historical, archeological, religious and
philosophical practice of the time. It also
documents the necessity of philosophical and
religious systems like Jainism with its concept
of ahimsa in the Indian civilization.

After the publication of Yasastilaka
and Indian Culture another significant
contribution by Handiqui in the field of
classical Indian studies through his translation
has been Pravarasena’s Setubandha
published in the year 1976. Originally written
in Prakrit this fifth century epic is considered
to be one of the highest works in the genre of
Mahakavya. Handiqui’s detailed study and
inclusion of the notes and commentaries on
the text makes the translation a significant
record of classical Indian studies. Although

available in three different rescensions the
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content of Setubandha circles around a
segment of the Ramayana. It deals
specifically as in the words of Handiqui on
“the story of Rama from the return of
Hanumat from Lanka with the tidings of Sita
to the death of Ravana, with special emphasis
on the construction of the great causeway
between the mainland and the island”
(Pravarasena’s Setubandha: 2). The poem
originally written in Prakrit is said to have
found noted references in Dandin’s
Kavyadarsa and Bana’s Harcacarita which
are considered as significant works in Sanskrit
literature. In its main story to do with the
defeat of Ravana by Rama the poem is loaded
with many philosophical and moral issues and
also highlights some of the socio-religious
practices prevalent at the time, such as the
concept of Saivism.

H. C. Bhayani in his Foreword to

Pravarasena’s Setubandha has observed:
The difficult task set to himself by
Prof. Handiqui was primarily to
recover and ascertain the original
meaning and implication of
Pravarasena’s verse. The enormity
of the effort involved in such an
undertaking can be figured out by
considering the fact that for this
purpose one is required to deal with
a thousand years textual confusion
and wild overgrowth of divergent
interpretations. Moreover, the earlier
commentaries are lost...this made it
quite difficult for the commentators
in numerous cases to spot scribal

errors, decide genuiness of a reading

and give the correct meaning of an

expression without indulging in guess-
work (Pravarasena’s Setubandha:

5)

Mr. Bhayani’s Foreword to Handiqui’s
translation clearly highlights the difficult task
undertaken by him and at the same time the
efficiency with which he has carried out the
task.

It is quite interesting to note that
classical scholarship has formed an important
and core aspect of literary studies in Europe
right from the Athenian Age till the modern
period. According to John Edwin Sandys
classical scholarship which began in the
Athenian Age saw its growth in the
Alexandrian period and the Roman period and
then it developed “through the Middle Ages,
to the Revival of Learning and to the further
developments in the study of ancient Classics
among the nations of Europe and in the
English speaking peoples across the seas”
(Sandys v). The sketch of its continuity from
the time of its conceptualization till the present
day is a marker of its significance and
relevance. Notably it was in the first half of
the nineteenth century that saw an increase
in an acquisition of classical learning.
Although by the end of the nineteenth-century
such an interest seems to have declined, it
again saw an enormous increase in the
twentieth-century. Through the process of
method,

systematization, scientific
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experimentation and exploratory tactics the
past was visited time and again and recorded
in various forms like publication, dictionaries,
pamphlets etc. Such methodologies adapted
for an acquisition of classical knowledge were
importantly intended to be disseminated
amongst the masses. Although translation of
classical works dates right from the
Renaissance and even prior to that, it is
important to note that “many translations of
classical books were made during the
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries; and
anumber of new theories of translation were
put into practice” (Highet 479).

It must be noted here that after
almost seven years of his stay in Europe,
Handiqui was quite affected by the European
culture and education which was to a great
extent replete in classical scholarship. After
his return to India the kind of literary
engagements with which he involved himself
either in the form of the books that he studied
and translated or the articles he wrote
reveals his fascination with the tradition of
classical scholarship which he seems to have
imbibed during his stay in Europe. Moreover,
it must also be pointed out here that when
Handiqui was a student in the University of
Calcutta he had the great privilege of
studying under erudite Sanskrit professors
like Ashutosh Mukherjee, Sitaram Shastri
which must have supplemented his study of

Indian Classical learning. His choice behind

the texts for translation and study namely
Sriharca’s Naicadhacarita, Somadeva’s
Yasastilaka and Pravarasena’s Setubandha
clearly highlights the kind of importance and
significance he laid on ancient classical
Indian learning. In fact, in quite a number of
his articles namely “Classical Sanskrit and
Medicine”, “Classical Sanskrit and the
Technical Sciences” “Classical Sanskrit and
Philosophical and Ethico Religious Ideals”
“Classical Sanskrit as a Vehicle of Indian
Culture” he seems to be showing the rich
and dynamic aspect of the past in its ability
to enhance the present not only in terms of
medicine, music, technology etc. but also in
shaping the very literary, intellectual and
spiritual life of the present. His interest and
emphasis on the past, on classical learning
possibly shows his belief in the richness of
the past to mould the present and the
necessity in the present times to adhere to
or go back to the rich tradition of the past.

Handiqui was a witness to the kind
of transition that the twentieth-century was
going through. Such a kind of transition was
both the impact of colonial rule and
materialism. It was in such a scenario that
Handiqui probably felt it necessary to go
back to the past and keep alive the values
of the past which under the shadow of
colonialism and materialism might possibly
perish. Although the colonial rule almost

ended by the time Handiqui published most
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of his books and articles yet there are
possibilities that he felt the impact of
colonialism to colonize the mind and culture
of India unless it is been preserved through
language, culture, religion, philosophy and
literature. Handiqui possibly must have
realized the ideal part of Indian thought
embedded in the works he translated and
studied and hence must have felt it
necessary to make the Indians as well as
the westerners know about the rich Indian
tradition and culture. In this regard Prof.
Mukunda Madhava Sharmah’s assertion in
his Foreword to Krishna Kanta Handikai
Aru Yatastilakar ReEgan)i sounds quite
relevant. Prof. Sharmah asserts that “in
these days of science and technology and
menacing degree of irreligiousity and
faithlessness” the moral principles embedded
in the book stands quite relevant (Krishna
Kanta Handikai Aru
ReEgan)i: vii).

Yaiiastilakar

Classical scholarship helps in
promoting not only a kind of continuity from
the past to the present but also enhances the
need to preserve the past—Ilearn it,
disseminate it in order to build a better future.
The fact that Handiqui chose three texts from
ancient classical Indian tradition is an
evidence of his encouraging scholarship in the
classics which he believed would prove to be
fruitful in strengthening and moulding the

future.
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The untold story of “NIGONIVSKAI”
-the lucky little fellow

Dr. Sankar Moni Borah
Scientific Officer
Department of Applied Sciences

Everybody fathoms to be a lucky person
in his or her life. There is no secret to it
or a second opinion to it. But not all are
fortunate enough to be really lucky in life.
Luck may come to a person in many different
circumstances and it has innumerable ways
to manifest itself. One such way is “luck by
chance”. If anyone gets the opportunity to
travel from one place to another free of cost
with plenty of food then we should consider
this to be one form of luck.

This is exactly the way by which
Nigonivskai came face to face with “luck” in
his life. I came to know this story of the little
fellow while I was travelling recently from
my hometown to our national capital. To really
make you all, understand this, I must go back
in time a few years from now. Back to 2001,
the early part of the 21st century - the so
called new millennium.

It all began when with hunger in his
belly, little Nigonivskai dared to venture out
of the comforts of his cosy home one fine
morning. This he did when both his parents
were out for their daily work. At this juncture,
little Nigonivskai never ever imagined what
will transpire in his life because of this

adventure. As luck would have it, he got into
one of the compartments of the Rajdhani
Express, the pride of Indian Railways at that
time. The enticing aroma of the delicious food
coming from one of the compartments of the
train had cast a spell on him and it seemed
that little Nigonivskai was overpowered by it.
In no time, he was right there and in front of
him was laying this sumptuous meal which the
little one had never ever before seen in his
life. In fact, the whole place was full of food.

Ah, thank you Almighty for this
blessing - Nigonivskai whispered.

The little fellow had no time to think
about anything else. Food, food and food was
all he could think of as he tasted them one
after the other jumping from table to table.
All of a sudden, the Rajdhani whistled and it
started to move forward on the tracks to
which he was oblivious of. All this while, he
ate to his heart’s content. When he was
satisfied with his eating, he realised that he is
also part of a family. So, he must share this
wonderful buffet with his parents. He looked
out through one of the windows of the
compartment.

Lo and behold, everything around
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seemed to be new to him.

This is an unfamiliar surrounding to
me, Nigonivskai thought to himself. But the
train continued to move ahead. And there it
was; the little fellow was now on his own
for the first time in his life. But Nigonivskai
was no ordinary fellow. He mustered the
courage to face the world on his own, come
whatever may be. This is the stuff what
legends are made of, he reminded himself.

The train became the new home for
Nigonivskai. He moved from place to place

staying in the comforts of his new home. And
not to forget, the variety of food that lay
around. This is all for free, without having to
spend a single penny.

Indeed, a little lucky fellow!!

To this day, Nigonivskai continues to
move about from one place to another in the
Rajdhani.

I hope that he continues to live this
charmed life for many

MOre years to COME ........ceeueeenne.
good luck to the little fellow.

B sk ock sk
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GAUHATI UNIVERSITY
GOPINATH BARDOLOI NAGAR :: GUWAHATI-14 :: ASSAM :: INDIA
Website- www.gauhati.ac.in :: email - registrar@gaunhati.ac.in

Ref No: GU/ Regr(SF)/2016/180 Date: 16/09/2016

To : The Secretary

Gauhati University Officers’ Association (GUOA)
Guwahati-14

Sub Ref. your letter No. GUOA/16/2 dated 29.08.2016 regarding Action Taken
against certain demands of GUOA.

Sir,
As directed, please find below the action taken report against the item

wise demands raised by your esteemed organisation for favour of information nad
necessary action.

Sl. No. | Item : Action taken

1 Amendment of statutes with inclusion of all | In this regard a
officers and to define the duties and | Committee has been
responsibilities of each and every officer for | constituted to look into
smooth management of G.U affairs the issue (copy enclosed)

2 Creation of promotional avenue of officers as
there exists no any scope of promotion of the | Matters would be placed
directly recruited officers of our University. in the next EC meeting for

3 Granting of motivational upliftment to officers | a decision.
who has completed 20 years of service in the
same post.

4 Granting of UGC pay scale to all directly | At present it is not
recruited officers. possible to consider the

issue.

5 Granting of financial assistance for the | A fresh proposal in this
remaining construction work of GUOA | connection be sent from
building. GUOA.

6 Upgradation of GU Hospital to provide better | Being done
and speedy health service

7 Construction of residential flats for officers Would be done in a

phased manner.

Reg. raising of retirement age of non-teaching|It is not possible to

employees by 2 years from 60 t0 62 years as granted to | consider the same at

Assam Govt. empioyees (from 58 to 60 years) present

Copy to:

1. President, GUOA, G.U

2. Secretary to the Vice-Chancellor, Gauhati University
3. Secretary to the Registrar, Gauhati University
4

Office file
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State Anthem of Assam

O mur aapunar dekh

O mur sikuni dekh

AenekRhon xuwola, aenekhon xuphola
Aenekfion moromor dekh

O mur xuriya maat

Axomor xuwodi maat

Prithibir Rotu, bisari jonomtu nupua
Rorileo paat

O mur upoja thai

O mur axomi aai

Saai lou ebar, mukhoni tumar
Hepah mur poluwa nai.



